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and there he has remained in arrest evet

since, and charges have been sent against
him by Mr. Sawers, grounded on his recu.
sancy. These charges are before Govern.
ment and the Commander-in-Chief, and we
understand it is not found an easy matter to
decide how they should be dealt with."

Thus, whilst Mr. MARTIN was struggling
at home for his brethren in India, and that
amidst difficulties which those alone can

appreciate who have had to carry points
with persons in authority, or through the

great public offices of this metropolis, the
old men, his official superiors in Bengal-
that mass of inert obstinacy, the " Board"-
the three dull-brained heads of the medical

department of the army,-were busying
themselves in the miserable manner above

described.
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THIS is the ninth edition of one of the best-
known books in the profession, and, like a

pen, the older it gets the more it is mended ;
but, fortunately, unlike a pen, the oftener it
has been mended the better it has got,-by
the grace of discovery, which has specially
tended lately to make surer and more sure
the principles upon which prescriptions for
disease should be framed,-very desirable
principles to be learned, and for a me-

thodical explanation of which-with a pecu-
liar bias to the " elegant" in medicinal com-
pounds-the members of the profession are
much indebted to Dr. Paris, as is Dr. Paris
to the profession, for the welcome annuity
which they have paid him in return for the
work. ’

It would be a waste of time to point out
what has been newly selected, and added to
the old materials of this volume. The au-

thor says, in fact, that it has been " rewrit-
ten, in order to incorporate the latest disco-
veries in physiology, chemistry, and materia
medica." Its fundamental doctrines, he

says, 
" have not been shoken, but so rapid

and extraordinary has been the advancement
of every branch of science during the last ten
years, that its very language had become
obsolete." Amidst the later discoveries in

chemistry 11 those of Liebig necessarily at

tract notice," several of which, however,
says Dr. Paris, beardirectly against opinions
which he (Dr. P.) has confidently main-
tained, and which are " more especially in
opposition to those relating to the process of
digestion. Liebig," he continues, " capti-
vated with his theory of transformation, en.
lists it at once into his service, to explain the
phenomena of that process. He (Liehig)
denies the existence of any distinctive di-

gestive principles, and maintains that the
change which the food undergoes in the sto-
mach is the result of induction, from the
stomach itself yielding a substance in the
state of transformation, with which it comes
in contact. All experiment is opposed to
this view. Schwann actually proved that
the principle of the gastric solvent could be
precipitated by acetate of lead from its neu-
tral solution, and again recovered from the
precipitate, with all its former activity, by
hydro-sulphuric acid."
We venture to say only, on this question,

that of the two teachers, John Arthur Paris
and Justus Liebig, the former will quit his
opposition to the " mechanical" doctrine
of digestion long before those of Liebig are
abandoned by their author, or anybody else
who has once adopted them, and then every
one will be glad to see the tenth edition em-
bracing the new heresy.

THE PERIODIC LAW OF SEVEN.

SIR,-I forward you an illustration of Dr:
Laycock’s" Law of Seven" (LANCET, pp.124,
160, 423). I lately attended a lady in her
confinement, and ascertained that from the
date of the last menstruation to the day on
which labour commenced, was exactly two
hundred and eighty days, or forty complete
weeks. On the last day that she menstru-
ated her husband returned from a journey.
The labour was long and severe, and inflam-
matory action commenced after delivery.
On the fourteenth day from the commence-
ment of labour the symptoms were so much
aggravated as to lead to an unfavourable
prognosis, which was fulfilled in five com-
plete weeks from the commencement of
labour. My patient appeared in articulo
mortis on the fourth day before her death,
but rallied surprisingly until the thirty-fifth
day from labour, when she again sank, and
it became certain that she was dying. As the
case might be recognised if I published my
name, to the annoyance of my patient’s
friends, I give it you confidentially, and sign
myself

CHIRURGUS.
Feb. 26, 1843.


